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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner' s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Morgan S. Heller II (Reg. No. 44756) on 06/29/06. 

The application has been amended as follow: 

Claims 14-20 have been canceled, 

Election/Restrictions 

This application contains claim groiq)s directed to the following patentably distinct species of the 
claimed invention: 
Group Invention 

I. Claims 1-13, drawn to method of placing a integrated circuit macro in a floor plan, 

n. Claims 14-20, drawn to a CAD system. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for prosecution on 
the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. 
Currently, no claims are generic. 

i^plicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification of the species 
that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable thereon, including any 
clainos subsequently added An argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are generic is 
considered nonresponsive unless accon5)anied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of claims to 
additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the limitations of an 
allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after the election, applicant 
must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 
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During a telephone conversation with Mr. Morgan S, Heller II on June 29, 2006 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of group I, claims 1- 
13, and cancel group n. Claims 14-20. 

Claim 1 line 4, deleted "and". 

Claim 1 line 7, after " another " insertion — ; and 

d) generating a first edge constraint vector corresponding to said at least one edge of the 
first integrated circuit macro and generating a second edge constraint vector corresponding to 
said at least one edge of the second integrated circuit macro--. 

Claim 3 has been canceled. 

Claim 4 line 1, change "claim 3" to —claim 1~. 

Claim 8 line 6, deleted "and". 

Claim 8 line 9, after " another " insertion ~; and 

c) instructions for generating a first edge constraint vector corresponding to said at least 
one edge of the first integrated circuit macro and generating a second edge constraint vector 
corresponding to said at least one edge of the second integrated circuit macro--. 

Claim 10 has been canceled. 

Claim 1 1 line 1, change "claim 10" to —claim 8~. 
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Reasons for Allowance 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

1. Claims 1, 2, 4-9, and 11-13 are allowed because the prior art does not teach or 
suggest a method of placing a first integrated circuit macro in integrated a floor plan containing 
at least one second the steps of generating a first edge constraint vector corresponding to said at 
least one edge of the first integrated circuit macro and generating a second edge constraint vector 
corresponding to said at least one edge of the second integrated circuit macro with the 
combination of all other features corresponding to the independent claim. 

2. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled ''Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance". 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh C. Tat whose telephone number is 571 272-1908. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 - 4:00 (M-F). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Chiang can be reached on 571 272-7483. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Tat Binh 

Patent Examiner r\ I . J 



October 15, 2005 





